Use of opioid analgesics in a patient with chronic abdominal pain.
Pethidine is the most commonly used opioid in hospitals in the UK, but it lacks potency, has a short duration of action and a narrow therapeutic index. These points are illustrated by a case history of a patient prescribed pethidine for chronic abdominal pain. Misplaced fears of the side-effects of morphine result in its underuse in the management of chronic pain with consequential restriction of patients' functional ability.